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President’s Message  
 

Hi Everyone 

We had a superb meeting on October 29.  

Turnout was great and the mart was busy.  

Once again, a tip of the hat to Russ Smith 

for organizing an outstanding display of 

chronometers and other related material.  Thanks go to 

Barry Armstrong, Dina Farnan, Russ, George Bacon and Mark 

Dunsbier for sharing part of their collections with us and also 

for sharing the stories.  It was a truly outstanding display. 

 

2017-18 Toronto Chapter #33 
Meeting Dates 

2017 
November 26 th 

 
2018 

January 28 th  
March 25 th 

May 6th 
 

Meetings begin at 8:00am 
Crowne Plaza Hotel  

33 Carlson Court, 
 Etobicoke, ON  416-674-2222 

Contact Us at:  Chapter33@rogers.com 
 

Also outstanding was the presentation that Graham Jones 

made on John Harrison and the Longitude Problem.  

DǊŀƘŀƳΩs illustrated talk covered the theory behind 

navigation and the nature of the problem of finding 

longitude at a location as opposed to latitude.  He thoroughly 

ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƭƻŎƪƳŀƪƛƴƎ  

 

 

 

Chronometers, timepieces and ephemera on Display in 

October 

and his contributions to the development of the 

chronometer.   

 

John Harrison 

mailto:Chapter33@rogers.com
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In his presentation, Graham not only explained how Harrison 

reduced friction and reduced temperature variation of the 

pendulum to increase the precision timekeeping of his 

clocks; but, also told us of the troubles that he had in being 

recognized and rewarded for his accomplishments.  Thank 

you, Graham, for a thoroughly informative presentation. 

 

HarrisonΩs Grasshopper Escapement 

Our next meeting is on November 26, at the Crowne Plaza 

Hotel.  Bob Pritzker will be making a presentation on the 

Astronomical Clock in Prague.  This clock is one of the oldest 

operational clocks in the world.  Bob visited the clock on his 

recent trip to Europe and learned the history and operation 

of the clock.  His talk will be illustrated with behind the 

scenes looks at the mechanism.  Make sure you join us for 

what, I am sure, will be a rare opportunity to learn about this 

historic timepiece.  

 

Astronomical Dial ς Prague Tower Clock 

 

Bring along an astronomical /  calendar /  

moonphase timepiece to our next meeting 

In keepinƎ ǿƛǘƘ .ƻōΩǎ ǘŀƭƪΣ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

on astronomical timekeeping.  Please bring in anything in 

your collection that you feel is included in this.  It may be a 

potable sundial, a calendar clock, a watch with a moonphase 

dial, or an astronomical regulator.  Each item that you bring 

along qualifies you for a chance to win a prize.  Please 

contact Russ Smith (russ_smith50@sympatico.ca) if you 

would like a display case or have other needs for the object 

you are brining.  We had a great display last month. Help us 

to outdo that display on November 26. 

Chapter #33 November 26 th 

Meeting Agenda 

7:30 Dealer Setup 

8:00 Mart opens   

10:00 Display Presentationς

Astronomical/Complicated/Moonphase Timepieces 

¶ Members  are encouraged to bring along a chronometer or 

chronometer ephemera. 

10:30 50/50 Draw for the Winning Ticket 

10:30 Workshop  

¶ Bob Pritzker  will be speaking to us about the Prague 

Astronomical Clock 

11:30 Personalized Clinic άCƛǊǎǘ !ƛŘ ŦƻǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎέ 

¶ If you have something you need help with, or something 
you are looking for information on, be sure to bring it in to 
our First Aid Session.  The power of the knowledge of our 
Chapter members put to use for you! 

mailto:russ_smith50@sympatico.ca
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¶ Thanks, Doug, Alex and Rob 

We are extremely pleased that Doug Thomson has 

volunteered to help the Chapter by producing the Tick Talk in 

the future.  On behalf of everyone in the Chapter I extend 

our greatest thanks as this is a truly important job that keeps 

our club going.  Thank you, Doug.  In addition,  thanks to Alex 

Kung for the videos he provides at the meetings and for 

stepping up to update the chaptersΩ website along with Rob 

Poolman.  Check it out at http://www.torontochapter33.ca/ 

For some time now, a group of us in the Niagara area have 

been meeting in Grimsby to share our knowledge and 

enthusiasm for clocks and watches.  The meetings are held in 

the Grimsby Activity Centre at 18 Livingstone Avenue, 

Grimsby  at 7:30 p.m on the first Thursday of every month.  

We welcome everyone with an interest in clocks and 

watches.  If you are located between Hamilton and Fort Erie 

this may be of particular interest to you.  We would enjoy 

seeing you there. 

A reminder that our meeting this month will be at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel,  33 Carlson Ct, Etobicoke on Sunday 

November 26. Why not bring a friend?  If you have items to 

sell bring them along as there are still no charge tables 

available on a first come first serve basis.  Again, we will have 

a ñfirst aid clinicò for those having repair problems.  Bring 

along your difficult cases and let the members help you in 

your repair. A reminder that the doors will open at 8 a.m. 

See you there 

Ben 

Remember:  Breakfast and 

Lunch at the Crowne Plaza is 

15% less on meeting day by 

mentioning our Chapter  

 

 

 

Service Your Watch or Clock  

Ron Metcalf - Brampton ON 
RMETCALFE1048@ROGERS.COM 905-793-1048 

John Rocha - Cambridge ON  joaorocha73@yahoo.com 519-
620-3723 

Rob Poolman ς Hamilton/Grimsby 
robsantiqueclocks@bell.net  905-407-0360 

Glass Tablet Restoration/Reproduction  

Dennis Burgin - Oakville ON dennis.burgin@sympatico.ca 

Glass Cutting/Bevelled Glass  

Ben Orszulak - Grimsby ON ben.orszulak@sympatico.ca 

Roman Dial Restorat ion/Repainting  

 Dennis Burgin - Oakville ON  dennis.burgin@sympatico.ca 

Gear Cutting and Precision Machining  

Ben Orszulak - Grimsby ON ben.orszulak@sympatico.ca  

Classifieds 

For Sale:  Dutch Clock Parts.   Stoel and Staarklok parts 
available.  Contact Jerrit Vanderzwan  1 844 252 0177. 

Buying:  Watches and Clock Collections.  Large electric 
master clocks and parts wanted.  Watchmakers tools.  Harold 
Steurer  905 450 6211 or haroldsteurer@rogers.com  

Something to add? Contact us at Chapter33@rogers.com 

 

 

http://www.torontochapter33.ca/
mailto:robsantiqueclocks@bell.net
mailto:haroldsteurer@rogers.com

